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During the firct week in Pebruary 194g;Israeli smthorities sent to Damascus
2 corriltbes cormosed of Ellahu lizrahl, Shalom Levi, andgam Yahudas

They stayed in Beirut five days as guosts of Binso (fru)," Principal ¢f the
Alliance Schoole ) ‘

In Damascus the cormittee merbers contacted Palestinian Arsb refupecs through
Sheikh Rashid Rida Attar, head of the Ivharmadiyyah Soclety.™ They tried

to persusde the refugees to return to Palestine, promising that the property
- of each refuges would be returned %o hin and that he would be compensated for
losses if he acknoviledged the authority of Israsl.

3. Source states thet a large murber of refugees in Damascus have been persuaded
% do so, and are irpatiently amiting their return to Palestine, and that
the comiittee is now working in Lebanon.*

Lo Jack Franco,**# a Zionist who has been conducting espionsge activities and
spreading propagenda In Iraq, fled to Lebanon several ronths ago to avold
exposure and is there abt present. Source states that he had used the nane
Yatqub Dinhas in Irage ’

5. Franco pretends to be blind, and is led ebout ths stroots by a snxll boy.
Athough he appears to be a niserable, poor old man, source states that he
is actually very intelligent and clever, with perfectly good eyesight, and
that he 1s a firste-class politician and conversationalist,

6. Source states that Franco'!s aim is the crsation of a Christian state in
Lebanon, allied to Israel by a treaty of friendship and none~aggression, snd
that he has large funds at his disposal and wuld not hesitate to buy off
any leader whom he thought he could use, "Internationsl dquarters -
support hin and sympathize with hinm,® ascording 4o source, :

7o Another source states that Franco is an Israsli sgent who has recently returned
to Iobanon, and that he is protending to be blind, Ho also asserts that
Fran¢o is not the same person as Yatqub Binhas, Source balieves that TFrenco
is now wider the surveillance of the Lebanese Sureted,
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*® — Comment, Binso was mrgp;er';gd i;nﬂl;zm to be s Lebancse Jew,
5t cause
Boirut. F25x1xe ’ ° Israelite gchool in
25X1A6 ‘ |
# oumertte A soclety formed inm Damascus which was reported

3 e propaganda openly against King 'Abdullah
of Transjordan and against tho British-Transjordanian treaty, In
19k6 the Soclety was : jbe devoting fts propaganda to

repo
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seieiE m It 38 possible that the Israclis are enzious’to
‘ eArabsfmmttm!Iazamthareatomtumﬂma,
pledged to Loyalty to Israsl, in order to bolstar the Isracii
%A@am disputed area,

Subject may be identieal with Joan Franco,
ources to be a representative of French Zionists
5X1X6 . ’
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